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because he was not well posted with facts. "I can give no opinion
without seeing the condition/' he replied. But he promised that he
would include Ghamparan in his tour and give it a day or two,
Shukla followed Gandhi from place to place till at last he got a fixed
day from him to visit Champaran. Gandhi had not heard of the place
and he did not know its geographical position.
Champaran district is situated in the north-western corner of
Bihar. The biggest river in the district is the Gandak, which in the
olden times flowed right through the middle of the district. The river
has changed its course but traces of its old course are still there in the
shape of lakes, about forty-three in number in the whole district.
Many of these are deep but their water is not drinkable. It is used in
indigo factories many of which have been constructed on the banks
of these lakes.
There are only two towns in Champaran—Motihari which is the
headquarters of the district, and Bettiah—and 2,841 villages. And
out of two million population, ninety-eight per cent inhabit the rural
areas. Like other districts of Bihar there is preponderance of Hindus
in Champaran. Bhojpuri, a dialect of Hindi, is used by Hindus and
Muslims as well.
Indigo cultivation in Champaran went back to a couple of centu-
ries. In the earlier days all lessees were Indian and they had been
there from before 1793. Later on, Europeans captured indigo and
sugarcane cultivation and slowly they spread their net all over the
district. The poor agriculturists were cheated, cajoled and coerced
into agreeing to grow indigo on their lands.
Gandhi, who had gone to Calcutta to attend the meeting of the
All-India Congress Committee, started on April 9, 1917 with Shukla
and arrived at Patna on the morning of April 10. Shukla took him
straight to the house of Rajendra Prasad. In the absence of the host,
who was in Puri, his servant, not knowing who Gandhi was, treated
him as an ordinary visitor. Gandhi stopped for a while at Rajendra
Babu's house, but Mazharal Haque, a co-student of his in London
and ex-President of the Muslim League, took him to his place.
The same evening Gandhi accompanied by Shukla started for
Muzaffarpur, reaching there at ten in the night. J. B. Kripalani, who
was at that time a professor in the Government College at Muzaffar-
pur, was present at the station with some of his students to receive
Gandhi, with whom he had been in correspondence but had never

